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This May marked the end of our 5th full 
year doing ministry at MSU!  It’s really 
hard to put into words all that has 

happened over the past 5 years, but 
there is no doubt God had a plan in 
bringing us back to Starkville.  God 
continues to open doors for us to make 

disciples at MSU and provide for our 
every need along the way.  We continue 
to see so many lives impacted and 

changed by the gospel.  

Our Project 2:2 discipleship group was  
composed of so many diverse people 
and personalities this year, which was 

great! We all brought different back 
grounds and perspectives into our Bible 
Study and fellowship time.  It was so 
neat to see everyone growing together 

as friends and in their relationships with 
the Lord. 

Ministry to the baseball team continues 

to go well. Matt has the opportunity to 

meet with many of the players and 
coaches each week for Bible study and 
discipleship.  In December we combined 

our Project 2:2 group and guys off the 
baseball team for our mission trip to 
Eleuthera.  It turned out to be one of 
the most unique and diverse groups 

ever assembled which kind of scared me 
at first, but turned out to be great as 
everyone worked together to serve and 

share God’s love.

PROJECT 2:2 DINNER

OUR NEW PONY!

F IVE YEARS IN THE BOOKS

VISITING SOME FAVORITE 
PLAYERS KENDALL AND CHAD  

IF ONLY THEY WERE LIKE THIS 
ALL THE TIME!
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In February, we welcomed “Libby 
Grace” to our family.  She came in 
weighing 8 pounds and 7 ounces....and 

has been growing ever since.  At the 
moment she is full of smiles and laughs 
and is so excited she knows how to roll 
over on her own and suck her fingers.  

Her big sisters and brother love holding 
her and playing with her.  

Lucy (19 mos) is an explorer and is busy 

getting into anything she can find! Still, 
she  loves riding on the lawnmower 
with Matt each time he cuts grass and 

stays on with him the whole time, which 
takes around 2 hours!

Cole is all boy and of course loves 
baseball.  He got to go with Matt to the 

SEC tournament in May and stay at the 
team hotel and hang out with the guys 
all week.   Now he asks everyday when 

we can go back to the hotel!

Adolyn continues to be our tender 
hearted, soft spoken one who loves to  

play with her baby dolls and stuffed 
animals. She took ballet this year and 
was great at it, but says she is now ready 

to take gymnastics!  We shall see. 

Anna Jaymes is still rough and tough, 
super athletic and loves horses.  This 
past month we were given a pony, also 

named Lucy! It has been a dream come 
true for her and she has been on her 
nearly everyday since we got her.  She 

has also become such a huge help 
around the house, from folding and 
putting away laundry to rocking and 

holding Libby Grace.  

Recently at an event we were attending, 
I walked into the gym where all the kids 
were playing and found Adolyn having a 

make believe tea party with another 
little girl and Anna Jaymes right in the 
middle of a group of boys playing 

dodgeball.  That pretty much describes 
their two personalities!

As you can imagine, Crystal is super 

busy at this season of life teaching, 
training, and cleaning up lots of messes.  
I am convinced that being a mom with 

several littles is the hardest job in the 
world.   When she gets time she is is 
doing some writing and updating her 
new blog on a regular basis, which is 

really great.  If you haven’t read any of it, 
you can visit it at www.ariseandtell.com. 

And I’m having the time of my life being 

a dad... trying to take in every minute as 
the time goes by so fast.  I am so 
humbled and blessed to get to work 

with the MSU baseball team and 
absolutely love the coaches and players. 
I cherish the time I get to spend with 
them each week.  This summer has been 

a refreshing break for me and has given 
me a lot of time to spend at home with 
the family and working on projects 

around the house.  I’m looking forward 
to another school year starting soon!

ELISABETH GRACE

http://www.ariseandtell.com
http://www.ariseandtell.com


ELEUTHERA MISS ION TRIP

AS YOU CAN SEE WE 
HAD AN AMAZING TRIP! 
THANK YOU TO THOSE 
OF YOU WHO DONATED 
MONEY AND 
EQUIPMENT TO MAKE 
THIS TRIP POSSIBLE!


WE ARE GOING BACK 
THIS CHRISTMAS BREAK 

TO CONTINUE SERVING AND SHARING GOD’S WORD 
AND LOVE WITH THOSE IN ELEUTHERA.


IF THE LORD LEADS YOU TO DONATE TO THE TRIP  
THIS YEAR, YOU CAN MAIL A CHECK MADE OUT TO 
“EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH”  WITH “BAHAMAS 
MISSION” IN THE MEMO LINE TO:


P.O. BOX 1763       STARKVILLE, MS 39760


OR YOU CAN GIVE ONLINE AT:  WWW.MSUPHASE2.COM


http://www.msuphase2.com
http://www.msuphase2.com


Saturday, March 8th 2014 may not be a 
date that stands our for you, but for 
Bulldog fans there was something 
significant that happened…after 

starting the first 3 years of his college 
career 18-0 Ross Mitchell took his first 
loss.  Later that night I got a call from 

him and my first thought was that he 
may be disappointed about the loss and 
need some encouragement.  His voice 

on the other end of the phone was 
anything but discouraged, instead it was 
full of excitement.  You see one of his 
teammates, that he had been praying 

for, asked if they could meet that night 
and talk about the return of Christ.  
“Do you have 30 minutes to explain to 

me the book of Revelation and the 
return of Christ?” Ross asked me.  
“Well I’ve got 30 minutes but I’m not 

sure we can get it all in.” I replied.   So 
we just talked about the high points, 
how crazy the end times will be, and 
that while there are many 

interpretations about when, where, and 
how, one thing everyone can agree on 
is that Christ will return and some will 

be ready and some will not.  After 
getting off the phone with Ross and 
telling Crystal what was going on and 

praying for everything, she said 
something so true…” Of all the days 
that God could have given Ross to have 
this time with his teammate how good 

of God to give it to him the day he got 
his first loss of the field.”

As we know, God's timing is always 
perfect and this time last year God put 
it on my heart to share all that had 
been going on behind the scenes with 

our baseball team.  The run to the 
National Championship game, coupled 
with social media’s ability to share my 

story to thousands, instantly connected 
myself and so many of the players to 
our fans that already knew something 

was different with many guys on our 
team.   I honestly had no idea that my 
“Diamond Dawgs Discipleship” story 
would be read by so many people and 

that what I had quietly done behind the 
scenes for 4 years would become the 
center of so many conversations, 

interviews, and opportunities to go 
speak and share about God’s 
sovereignty in getting my family back to 

MSU, His provision along the way and 
His plan of discipleship that impacted 
my life and is impacting many others at 
MSU.   

Even though we didn’t make it back to 
Omaha I figured I would give everyone 
another update on how the Lord has 

been working this year.  First of all, I 
think everyone knows that last year’s 
team, the stories that came from it, and 

what they did were special and while 
we never want to forget that magical 
June, what Paul says in Philippians 3 
comes to mind, “One thing I do, 

forgetting what’s behind and pressing 
on toward what’s ahead…” 

 

BEN BRACEWELL SHARING AT 
BASEBALL CAMP IN ELEUTHERA

DEMARCUS HENDERSON 
GETTING READY FOR A 

GAME. . .HEBREWS 11:1 ON HIS 
ARM.

ROSS MITCHELL SHARING AT 
FATHER SON CAMP

The Dog Pile That Really Matters

KENDALL GRAVEMAN GIVING 
SOME INSTRUCTION

http://www.msuphase2.com/blog/2013/7/29/diamond-dawg-discipleship
http://www.msuphase2.com/blog/2013/7/29/diamond-dawg-discipleship


  We usually take this spiritual principle 

and apply it to bad things that happen 
or mistakes we make in our walk with 
Christ that can make us feel so 

unworthy to pray, read our Bible, and 
even call ourselves Christians.  While 
that is applicable and we do need to be 

reminded the past is in the past and 
that God loves us - mistakes and all, in 
the context, Paul is talking about the 
many good things about his life and 

background and how those things can 
also hinder him from pressing on and 
fulfilling his purpose and calling 

because they produce pride, laziness, 
entitlement and apathy.  The same is 
true for anything in life and in one 

sense this year’s team has had to work 
through the success of last year’s team 
and the challenges and expectations it 
brought. Sure, there have been 

struggles along the way, but we all 
know how trials can make us stronger, 
and I believe this team will be at their 

best when they take the field this 
weekend with a goal to make it back 
to Omaha and to have a dogpile before 

they come back to Starkville this year.

I think that I was also guilty of putting 
expectations on this year’s team based 
on all that happened on last year’s 

team, not on the field, but all that 
happened off the field spiritually in the 
lives of so many guys.  This has been a 

new year and a new group of guys, 
with new stories to be told.  And what 
God really cares about is not wins or 

losses but what is going on in our 
hearts.

Paul also says in Philippians 3, the 
reason to forget what’s behind is so we 

can press on toward the goal and prize 
that is ahead.  What is the prize he is 
focused on? Is he talking about winning 

championships?  Actually, I think Paul 

was focused on people: sharing God’s 
love and God’s Word with them and 
trying to win them to Jesus.  As he says 

in 1 Corinthians 9:22-23, “…I have 
become all things to all men, so that I 
may by all means save some. I do all 

things for the sake of the gospel, so 
that I may become a fellow partaker of 
it.”  Using our time, talents, treasures, 
and platforms to share with people 

and see them come to know Christ or 
grow in their relationship with Him is 
the ultimate prize, and while we all 

want a dogpile in Omaha, we can’t lose 
our perspective that the ultimate 
dogpile will be in heaven!

So that goal is what led Ross Mitchell 
to start the Outlet, a campus outreach 
event he puts on several times a 
semester, that brings students from all 

backgrounds and walks of life together 
for a night of worship and teaching 
centered on God’s Word. That’s why 

you’ve heard interviews on 107.9 
WFCA each week from guys like 
Jonathan Holder, Ben Bracewell, Brett 

Pirtle, Trevor Fitts, and C.T. Bradford 
who have taken the opportunity to 
share about their relationship with the 
Lord.  And several of the guys go out 

nearly each week to share to a school 
assembly, an FCA group, or church 
youth group about their faith. Not to 

mention there would be around 15 
guys at a 6:30am Bible study each 
Thursday morning on “Authentic 

Manhood” led by FCA staff Tyson Lee 
and Jimmy Gilford.  And while there 
has been no Chris Tomlin blaring on 
the loud speakers at Dudy Noble this 

year, you probably haven’t noticed a 
different Bible verse written on 
Demarcus Henderson’s taped wrist 

each game that gives him something to 

meditate on while he is in the outfield.  
Oh and five of these guys, including 
Coach Mingione left the country for a 

week to go to the island of Eleuthera 
in the Bahamas where they spent their 
mornings mixing concrete by hand to 

build a floor in someone’s home and 
each afternoon led baseball camps and 
shared their testimonies to the kids 
who came.  And yes, 1-on-1 

discipleship is still happening each 
week as I meet with around 10 guys to 
dig into God’s Word together, talk 

about life, and how we can apply what 
we learn.  So while they have been 
working hard on the field to get back 

to Omaha, many of them have also 
been working hard to grow in their 
faith and to share God’s love and God’s 
Word to people. 

So although we didn’t make it back to 
Omaha this year, lets not compare 
them to last year, but embrace them 

for who they are this year and 
remember that they aren’t just a name 
on the back of a jersey, but real people 

who live real lives,  and are doing so 
much more that what we see on the 
field.  I don’t know of any other 18-22 
year olds who have the pressure of 

carrying the hopes and dreams of the 
largest most passionate fan base in 
college baseball on their shoulders.  So 

let’s cheer them on just as much for 
who they are, not just for what we 
want them to do. Let’s follow Ross 

Mitchell’s lead and be more excited 
about what is happening off the field 
than what is happening on it.

The Dog Pile That Really Matters (con’t)



PROJECT 2 :2

Our Project 2:2 group is composed of 8-10 students that 
commit to a 1 year discipleship program that Crystal and I 
lead.  We have them over to our house for dinner each week 

and after dinner go over an assignment that they were given 
to work on during the week.  This year we did an inductive 
study on the book of John, went through the book “30 Days 
to Understanding the Bible”, and studied the topics of money 

and material possessions as well as marriage.  Matt meets with 
each of the guys and Crystal with each of the girls during the 
week for individual encouragement and accountability as well.   

We also take them on our mission trip to Eleuthera, as well as 
some other retreats and service projects during the year. We 
have truly seen God use this group to impact lives as we open 

up our home, our lives, and God’s Word.  There are so many 
stories I could share but I’m just going to chose one of them.   

Three years ago I was in the Sanderson Center, MSU’s student 

fitness activity center, shooting basketball with Anna Jaymes 
and Adolyn, when Shawn came walking up and commented on 
how cute it was to see me playing basketball with my 
daughters.  I asked him where he was from and he told me 

Chicago.  I asked him if they taught him anything about Jesus in 
Chicago and he said not much.  I asked him if he wanted to 
meet up and learn more about Him and he said yes!  We 

started meeting the next week.  I bought Shawn, just like I do 
every person I meet with, a  New Inductive Study Bible, which 
is made to write and take notes in and we began digging in.

 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many                  
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to 
teach others.              -2 Timothy 2:2

 



Sometime during the first semester we 

met, everything clicked and Shawn put 
his faith in Christ.  The next year he 
joined our Project 2:2 group and 

continued to grow in his faith.  He went 
on our mission trip to Eleuthera two 
years ago (as well as this past year) and 

was baptized in the beautiful blue 
Caribbean.  This past year he joined the 
Air Force where he started leading a 
Bible Study with his Basic Training group 

and after graduating from Basic 
Training married his college 
sweetheart, Samantha.  

After spending 3 years meeting with 
him each week and discipling him, 
there are a few things that I look 

back on and see were really 
significant to his growth.   

The first was the day he saw me 
playing and having fun with my kids.  

I didn’t know at the time but Shawn 
came from a broken and abusive home 
and just seeing a father spending time 

and loving his children was something 
special to him and it attracted him to 
our family instantly.

Second, as I got to know Shawn and 
found out about some specific needs he 
had, I started helping him as much as I 
could.  He didn’t have a car and walked 

everywhere, so I just started giving him 
rides when I could, then I bought him a 
bike so he could get places easier, and 

whenever he wanted to go visit his 

grandparents a couple hours a way I 
gave him my car to use.  I also bought 
him a lot of meals and even paid for his 

rent one month.  Someone being so 
generous and willing to give and share 
was a foreign concept to him and it 

brought about great conversation about 
Christ and how he came to serve and 
to give his life for others and he calls us 
to do the same.

Third, having him in our home on a 

regular basis was something really 
special for him.  He didn’t have a stable 
and secure home growing up and he 

just loved being around something he 
never really had....a family.  And my kids 
loved him and welcomed him in with 

open arms.  The first time he came over,  
Adolyn, said “Shawn are you made of 
chocolate,” and Anna Jaymes didn’t 
understand that he had his pants 

sagging on purpose and told him 
politely that his pants were falling down 

and she could see his underwear...gotta 

love the honesty of kids!

I can see now that these things were 
the water and sunlight that was 

nourishing the seeds of God’s Word 
that I was planting in His heart each 
time we met.  And God did his part to 

cause the growth just like it says in 1 
Corinthians 3:6-8, “I planted,  Apollos 
watered, but God was causing the 
growth.  So neither the one who plants 

nor the one who waters is anything, but 
God who causes the growth.”

I wonder how many people there are 

that we come in contact with each day 
that God would cause to grow if we 
would just be faithful to plant and water 

the seeds of His word in their heart? 
After having a garden for the last 
couple years, its clear that if I don’t 
plant and water then it is impossible to 

get a harvest and the same is true in 
God’s garden...the soil is people’s 
hearts, the seed is God’s Word, and the 

water is our love and service toward 
them.  And if it’s done right we will get 
a harvest.  The words of Jesus are so 

true...”The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few.”  I hope this story will 
encourage you to take up spiritual 
gardening !I  Also please pray for us as 

we plant and water on MSU’s campus.  

Shawn’s Story (con’t)

 

THANK YOU!
TO EVERYONE WHO PRAYS FOR US AND SUPPORTS OUR 
MINISTRY FINANCIALLY.  WE COULD NOT DO WHAT WE 

DO WITHOUT YOU!

“I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you, always 
offering prayer with joy in my 
every prayer for you all, in 
view of your participation in 
the gospel from the first day 
until now.”  
                  -Philippians 1:3-5



Our vision since we moved to Starkville has always been to build some type of housing for students to live near us so we can 

truly do”life on life” discipleship like Jesus did.   It says in Mark 3:14 that, “Jesus chose 12 to be with him and that He could send 

them out to preach.”  Jesus wanted to be with His disciples all the time to be an example to them and to be teaching them 

constantly.  For years, we have been praying and thinking through what we could build.  Our house sits on 3 acres of land and in 

the back corner there is a perfect spot for something to be built.  After lots of praying and researching, we think that the most 

unique, simple, and cost efficient thing we can build is a home from used shipping containers.  The pictures above are a couple of 

homes built from shipping containers and have given us some ideas for ours.  Our plan is to buy 6 used shipping containers, which 

cost $2500 each, for a total of $15,000.  Our estimate is that with some volunteer work, bargain shopping, and donations we can 

finish them off into a unique home for around 10 students a year to live in for another $15-$25,000.  The sleeping quarters will be 

completely separate for guys and girls, but they will share a common kitchen and living room.  We are currently getting approved 

for a septic tank and negotiating prices for the containers.  Our hope is to buy them in the next month and slowly start working 

on them, having them ready for next August when school starts.  If this project is something you would like to help with in any 

way or if you want to hear more about our vision for it, please contact Matt.   jolleydawg@yahoo.com  662-312-9554

 The Jolleys
7434 MS HWY 389
Starkville, MS 39759

Container Home for Student Living and Discipleship
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