
the JOLLEY update

Summer is over and fall is finally here! This year Anna Jaymes (9) is in 3rd grade, Adolyn (7) 2nd, and Cole (5) 5K.  Lucy 
(3) and Libby (2) do mother’s morning out on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, and Catelyn (9mos) spends all her days 
at home with Crystal.   

I recently heard a pastor say that “Order is God’s first law” and he went on to describe that without order nothing else 
God wanted to do could happen.  Well that resonated with me because we have learned that with six little kids order 
has to be our home’s first law!  It’s amazing how fast things can get out of order in our home,  so we are doing our best 
to train our kids and ourselves how to keep everything in order…washing dishes after every meal, picking up and 
cleaning up after getting anything out, doing laundry and putting it up daily, etc. It sounds simple enough, but it is a 
constant challenge for us and seems like the work never ends! As Anna Jaymes and Adolyn get older they  continue to 
become bigger helpers with the toddlers and everything else around the house, which is really encouraging and gives 
us an awesome picture of teamwork! 

We recently got to go to a “family camp” over Labor day weekend and had a blast.  Some of the kids’ favorite activities 
were riding horses, zip lining, climbing the rock wall, and doing the water slide.   Lucy became the youngest person to 
do the zip line ever at the camp! She loved it and did it several times, even before some of the older ones.  Little kids 
truly are fearless! 

Crystal and I got to get a rare weekend away and took advantage of our sky miles and took a trip to New York City.  Our 
parents each had the kids for a couple days and we had some time for ourselves for the first time in a while.  It was so 
good for us to get away for a few days!  Some of the highlights included the Yankees-Red Sox game, strolling through 
Central Park, the Chelsea Market, and Brooklyn Bridge.  

As you read this newsletter you will see that God is using us in many different ways from discipleship at MSU to missions 
overseas.  We are so thankful to those of you who pray for us and support us financially!  You truly are partners with us 
in ministry and God using us in so many ways to spread His Word.  Thank You for believing in what we do! 



Our Lightbearers Discipleship group got started in August.  We have 27 students from six different 
churches in Starkville in our group this year.   These students attend an Institute class every Tuesday 
morning at 6:30am.  Our Institute class this semester is Old Testament Survey and we have made it 
through the book of 2 Chronicles so far, looking at the main theme of seeing Jesus in the Old Testament.  
Our Institute classes are taught by local pastors, as well as Lightbearers staff so it’s been really great having 
different teachers each week walk us through the books of the Old Testament.   These students are also 
paired up with a mentor from their own church who they meet with each week for Bible study, prayer and 
conversation about life.  It’s been really neat to see these mentors pouring into the students and helping 
them grow in their faith. 

As of right now the missing piece to the Lightbearers model here in Starkville is having our own apartment 
complex where students can live in a discipleship community and we can use the rent money to fund 
missions overseas.  God has been so good to bring us someone who wants to donate us 10 acres of land 
three miles from MSU’s campus.  We are currently going through an approval process with the city of 
Starkville to make sure we can build our apartments on this site.  Lord willing, by the end of the year 
everything will be approved, the donation will be finalized, and we can start our initial site plan for what we 
will build, which we think will be ready for students in August 2018.  Be praying for the Lord’s favor as we 
go through this process with the city. 

Matt leaves for north Africa on October 14th, along with three other Lightbearers staff where they will visit 
potential missionary partners in the countries of Tunisia, Niger, and Morocco.   Please be praying for him 
(and especially for Crystal who will be home with the kids) while he is gone!  To learn more about 
Lightbearers visit:        www.lightbearers.com
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This past summer we had 4 different church groups join us in Eleuthera for a week of missions and discipleship.  
Everyone who came got a New Inductive Study Bible, pens, and highlighters and Matt led a class time each 
morning and evening teaching everyone how to study the Bible on their own.  This was the highlight of the week 
for most of the groups and several of the churches have started teaching others in their church how to study the 
Bible inductively.   

We were able to lay the foundation for a new home, mixing all the concrete by hand, and pouring it all ourselves.  
We also got to interact with the kids in the community, leading games and activities and sharing testimonies with 
them.  In between these times we were able to enjoy God’s beautiful creation, going to some of the most 
beautiful beaches.   

Thankfully Eleuthera was spared from any major damage from Hurricane Matthew!  We are getting ready to take 
our annual trip down there over New Years with some students and current and former MSU Baseball players.  
We will continue working on the house we started on over the summer and host baseball camps and different 
activities for the kids.  If any of you ever want to go with us or bring a group down please let me know.  

Our long term goal there is to start getting a couple of students each year to come to Mississippi for two years 
after they graduate high school and get a technical degree from East Mississippi Community College while 
going through the Lightbearers Discipleship program. This will equip them to both go back and provide for 
themselves and make disciples on the island.  Be praying for us as we think through this and make plans to get 
this started in 2018 when the Lightbearers apartments are ready in Starkville. 

Eleuthera



One of my favorite times to go into the locker room is at the beginning of August, a few weeks before school 
starts.  None of the players are around yet and its so still and quiet there.  I just like to sit and pray for the 
upcoming year, for each of the players, coaches, and other staff.  Every year is different and I just trust the Lord 
will bring the players and staff He wants to MSU.  I pray for God to open doors  for conversation and open hearts 
for them to want to know God more during their time at MSU.  This fall has been really different with Coach 
Mingione and Coach Thompson gone.  I’m spending time each week getting to know the new coaches and 
players, building relationships with them little by little.  Right now I’m meeting weekly with a couple guys on the 
team going through the book of Galatians and will start leading chapel on Sundays when fall practice starts in a 
couple of weeks.  

On our recent visit to New York we got to see former MSU closer Jonathan Holder, who Matt met with weekly for 
3 years while he was at MSU.  Jonathan has a tattoo on his arm that says “In God’s Time.”  On Christmas break his 
freshmen year he realized that most of his prayers were selfish and  about God just helping him to do well. 
Through a conversation with his pastor he realized this and changed his perspective.  He started praying for God 
to help him do his best for God’s glory and for God to help him trust in His timing and purpose with baseball, 
whatever that was.  He came back after Christmas break with the words “In God’s Time” tattooed on his bicep.  
He said he needed a reminder daily that it’s not about what he wants but what God wants.   

I know this is a lesson all of us need to learn.  So many times our prayers are just about us, but we need to learn 
to pray for God’s will to be done and for Him to help us trust in His plan, purpose, and timing whatever that is.  I 
encourage you to think about what you pray for and to start praying more for God’s will than your will!
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