
the JOLLEY update

WOW…WHERE DID SUMMER GO?!!!  Anna Jaymes (9) , Adolyn (8), and Cole (6), Lucy (4), Libby (3) and Catelyn (20mos) have 
been keeping us busy at home all summer.  They also keep us dependent on the Lord, as we are constantly praying for 
wisdom, strength, patience and for God to bring each of them to truly know and follow Him as they grow up. While we seem to 
be constantly tired and barely holding our heads above water, our hearts are so full of joy with the blessings of having a house 
full of little ones!  Before bed one night this week we were praying together for Tammy, a family friend in Eleuthera, who was 
recently diagnosed with breast cancer and for Maggie, one of the puppies from our recent litter that had a broken leg and was 
going to have to have it amputated the next day.  Libby, our 3 year old, in her sweet little voice prayed, “God, we pray for Mrs. 
Tammy who is having her leg cut off tomorrow.”  Of course the whole family burst out in laughter, and once we finally stopped 
I asked the kids had they ever laughed that hard during any movie they had watched and they all said “No!”   And apparently 
God knew what she was praying because the next day at the vet they took one more X-Ray of little Maggie’s leg and found it 
was healing on its on and would not require an amputation!  God is good!  So while this is a hard season, times like these 
make it all worth it! 

On a serious note, for the past two years the oldest 3 have gone to Starkville Christian School, which has been a blessing 
during such a busy season and while we dearly love the school and all the people there, Crystal feels strongly that the Lord is  
leading her to homeschool this year, so please be praying for her as she starts that up in the next couple weeks.  

Matt had the amazing opportunity to take a trip to Israel in April which was so encouraging and inspirational to him .  Just 
being able to see so many of the places from the Bible and get a better mental picture and understanding of the culture and 
the landscapes were great, but the highlights of the trip was their Jewish tour guide who helped bring so many Biblical stories 
to life with her teachings and understanding of the Hebrew language, several worship times with Hillsong United around 
Israel, and getting to baptize three new friends in the Jordan River.  

As you read this newsletter you will see that God is using us in many different ways from discipleship at MSU to missions 
overseas.  We are so thankful to those of you who pray for us and support us financially!  You truly are partners with us in 
ministry and God using us in so many ways to spread His Word.  Thank You for believing in what we do! 



We had a great first year with our Lightbearers Discipleship Group this past school year as 26 students met every Tuesday 
morning at 6:30am to get taught Old and New Testament Survey from Lightbearers staff and local pastors here in Starkville 
and also meeting weekly with a mentor to talk more about life and study the Bible together.  With an emphasis on 
community and doing life together we saw so many amazing friendships come out of our group  that were centered around 
Jesus and the Gospel!  

This year we have 38 students committed to be a part of our group!  We are busy finding mentors for each of the students, 
setting up the Institute schedule, which will cover the main topics in systematic theology this year, and planning a back to 
school retreat. 

Last year took a lot of work from Matt to get the Lightbearers program up and running here in Starkville, having to recruit 
students, staff, mentors, and pastors to be a part of the Lightbearers program, as well as working to get the property 
donated, surveyed, rezoned, and everything else that comes along with that.  But thank the Lord most of the ground work 
was laid last year and Matt can get back to doing what he is called to and loves the most, discipling students! 

After taking a year off from having a group in our home each week we are excited to have  a group of 9 interns who will be 
coming to our house every Thursday night for dinner, fellowship, and Bible study.   Discipling and pouring into this group so 
they can help disciple and pour into the other students in Lightbearers will be one of the main ministry aspects we focus on 
this year. 

In May we had an architect, civil engineer, and landscape architect meet here in Starkville to start designing a model of the 
apartments we are going to build here in Starkville.  We should have a 3D model back soon and will use that to start 
fundraising some money to get the building started.  Lord willing we will have the money to start construction this time next 
year and have the apartments ready to move in to August 2019.  

LIGHTBEARERS



Crystal and I recently got back from leading two church groups on a mission/discipleship trip to Eleuthera.  Mt. Zion Baptist 
Church from Columbus, MS and Bethel Memorial Church from Princeton, Indiana came down the last week of July to be a part of 
what we are doing in Eleuthera.  

We had class time each morning, teaching everyone how to study the Bible inductively, going through the book of Galatians 
together.   It is always fun for me to teach people this simple approach to studying the Bible… looking for repeated words and 
phrases, making careful observations, doing cross-references, interpreting everything in context and applying it to our lives today.   

I ask the group each time we are in Eleuthera if they would rather me go to the beach each day and snorkel without them and just 
come back with stories, examples, and descriptions of what is out around the reef or if they would like me to give them a snorkel, 
mask and fins, take them out there and let them personally experience the wonder and  beauty?  As you can imagine, they all say 
they want me to take them out there so they can explore it and see it on their own.  I use that example to challenge them that in a 
similar way they shouldn’t be content to just sit each week and have someone tell stories, examples, and descriptions of what they 
found in God’s Word, but they should want someone to give them the tools and show them how to dive in and study God’s Word 
on their own.  As Paul tells Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.”  Think about some of those words…diligent, approved, workman, 
accurate…If we don’t work diligently to accurately know God’s Word, then one day when we meet Him we will be ashamed that 
we were so lazy and apathetic toward His Word. He’s given His Word to us so we can know Him, so I encourage you to work hard 
at it! 

We got to spend time with the kids in James Cistern a couple afternoons during the week and also continued work on a home that 
we laid the foundation for last summer, being able to start the concrete headers to cap off all the walls on the house.  As you can 
imagine with no machines to help with anything and everything done by hand, it is really hard work!  But with a group of 20 
people working together we can get a lot accomplished, which is really neat to see! 

ELEUTHERA



There has been so many changes in baseball world here at MSU over the last year, as we now have a completely new coaching 
staff (and in the process of having a completely new stadium!).  I have just tried to be around the new coaches and get to know 
them and build a relationship with them, while also continuing to meet with several guys on the team each week for discipleship.  
So much of  the freedom I was given over the last 7 years with the baseball team was simply because the coaches wanted me 
there and opened the door for me to be there. With the new coaches coming in, I’m starting over the process of building their 
trust and seeing what doors are going to stay open and what doors are going to shut. So please be praying for me to find favor 
with all the coaches and for a door to continue to be open for discipleship and missions on the MSU Baseball team.   

Of course it is also exciting seeing the coaches I’ve had to opportunity to develop relationships with here at MSU go out and 
impact their teams for Christ and also be successful on the field.  I had the opportunity to lead chapel for Coach Mingione and the 
Kentucky Wildcats when they were playing in Starkville this spring. It was so awesome to see how Coach Mingione is leading his 
team on and off the field…what an encouragement! 

As MSU prepared to play in the Super Regional in June, Matt wrote a story about how the Lord had been using MSU baseball and 
the relationships he has developed through the MSU Baseball world to impact lives around the world.  That story is included in 
this newsletter as well, so please take time to read it 

To find more info about our family, and ministry or  how to support the work we are doing please visit: 

   www.thejolleys.com 

BASEBALL

http://www.thejolleys.com
http://www.thejolleys.com


ENCOURAGEMENT
I just wanted to share a few of text messages I’veI gotten from guys I’ve had the opportunity to pour into over 
the last few years.  These messages are proof that Jesus’ simple model of discipleship works today and are a 
huge encouragement to me to keep pressing on. I trust they will be for you as well!


