
Tis The Season For: 
 Weddings, Babies, & Mission Trips

One of  the exciting things about doing college ministry is seeing the young men and women we work with 
leave school and start their careers and families. Seeing former students get married is such a special  part of  
working with college students.  Just this semester there have been 4 guys off  the 2013 CWS team that have 
tied the knot (Kendall Graveman, Brandon Woodruff, Ross Mitchell, and Hunter Renfroe)  with Luis 
Pollerana making it 5 on January 2nd.  (Love you Luis and Meg and wish I could be there!)   

While I don’t get to make it to all the weddings I was able to see Ross and Massey Mitchell as well as 
Kendall and Tori Graveman get married over the past month.  Kendall, Tori, Ross, and Massey were all 
involved in our ministry while they were students at Mississippi State and each of  them have been on our 
mission trip to Eleuthera.  Also, one couple who was on our mission trip last year, G.T. and Sally Beth 
McCollugh, welcomed Sally Grace into the world this semester and Kyle and Rebekah Johnson who were 
also on the mission trip last year are due with a baby boy this March.  Not to mention baby #6 joining our 
family around January 20th!  So as you can imagine our mailbox stays full with wedding invitations and 
birth announcements!  

Speaking of  birth announcements have you ever wondered why God only announced the birth of  Jesus to a 
group of  shepherds?  While there are several reasons the shepherds were significant I’d like to share one.  In 
Biblical times shepherds were in the lower classes of  society and were of  little importance to the religious 
and political elite. They spent most of  their time out in the wilderness away from society and had no power 
or influence to speak of. In modern terms they were blue-collar workers largely unnoticed by those in power.  
So why would God pick them to announce the birth of  the new King?   

You may remember the story of  the prophet Samuel choosing the next king of  Israel in 1 Samuel 16.  He 
was only told that the new king would be one of  Jesse from Bethlehem’s sons.  Jesse brought his sons into a 
meeting and Samuel looks at Eliab, Jesse’s biggest, strongest, and most handsome son and says, “Surely this 
is the one the Lord has anointed.”  God responds with a line we have all heard in verse 7, “The Lord said to 
Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of  his stature, because I have rejected Him; for 
God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but God looks at the heart.”  Samuel 
looks at seven of  Jesse’s sons and the Lord tells him none of  these are going to be the next king.  Samuel asks 
Jesse if  he has any more sons and he says he has one more who is out tending the sheep, a shepherd.  



Think about that for a moment…his own dad didn’t even bring him to the meeting.  He was overlooked,  
not important or influential, but he was a faithful, hardworking, obedient servant.  

His name was David and he became the greatest King Israel ever had.  He was the King that grew in 
popularity and power and helped Israel conquer their enemies and establish a Kingdom of  peace and 
prosperity.  So around 1000 years after the death of  King David, God brings the new King of  Israel into 
the world who will save people from the one thing Kind David could not, their sins.  And while one would 
think God would make a really big deal out of  it, He does it in a way that at the time was overlooked, not 
important or influential…a baby, born in a stable, and placed in a manger…in the town of  Bethlehem, the 
same town where Jesse lived and brought seven of  his sons before Samuel so one could be chosen as the 
next King.  But God switches the storyline just a bit this time.  Instead of  going out of  Bethlehem to get the 
overlooked shepherd to come be anointed King, God goes outside Bethlehem to get the overlooked 
shepherds to come worship the King…  

“In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel 
of  the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of  the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.  But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of  great joy which will be for all the people; for today 
in the city of  David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:8-11) 

And just like King David was overlooked by his own family, King Jesus was overlooked by most of  the 
Jewish people because they were looking at his outward appearance and could only think of  their Messiah 
as a conquering King, not a suffering servant.  But today, just like in all of  history, God is not looking at our 
outward appearance, but at our heart.  So this Christmas season I pray God finds in each of  us a humble 
heart that sees the value of  Jesus, our Savior and King, above every material thing this world has to offer.  

We are gearing up for our annual Bahamas Mission Trip, which will be December 28-January 7th this year.  
Please pray for God to impact the lives of  the Bahamian people as well as the 20 students in our group 
during our time in Eleuthera.  Also please pray for Crystal who is 9 months pregnant and is staying back 
this year with Cole, Lucy, and Libby.  All of  our babies have either been born on the due date or a few days 
late so please pray also that she doesn’t go into labor before our January 20th due date while we are in the 
Bahamas! 

We want to say “THANK YOU” to everyone out there who prays for us and supports us 

financially!  God continues to open doors for the gospel and use us to impact lives at MSU in so many ways!  
As you consider your year end giving please pray about making a donation to support or work on campus 
or upcoming mission trip. We hope you have a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year!



 



In pellentesque rhoncus sapien: 
Consectetuer arcu ipsum ornare pellentesque vehicula, in vehicula 
diam, ornare magna erat felis wisi a risus. Justo fermentum id. 
Malesuada eleifend, tortor molestie, a a vel et.  

Risus mattis. Eu tristique erat a, morbi:  

• Nunc vel purus rhoncus magna laoreet vestibulum 

• Maecenas aliquam bibendum augue 

• In mi Proin accumsan 

• Feugiat consequat magna ligula imperdiet 

Maecenas pulvinar sagittis enim: 
• Proin metus urna porta non, tincidunt ornare 

• Class aptent taciti sociosqu ad per inceptos hamenaeos 

• In pellentesque rhoncus sapien, libero purus sodales mauris,  
eu vehicula lectus velit nec velit 

• Curabitur leo nulla laoreet nec


