
 

Catelyn Dean Jolley

Two years ago I was contacted by a discipleship ministry called Lightbearers.  They were interested in 
starting a chapter in Starkville and someone had given them my name as a potential staff.  As I learned 
more about their ministry, I became really excited about what they were doing and how much their vision 
and heart for discipleship lined up with our vision and what we were already doing at Mississippi State.   

As most of  you know, life on life discipleship has been the heartbeat of  our ministry here at MSU, but we’ve 
always known the missing piece to what we were doing was having the students live together in community 
where we could spend more time with them and they could truly grow and learn together.  It says in Mark 
3:14 that Jesus “chose 12 that they would be with him.”  So much of  his teaching wasn’t classroom lectures 
but life lessons throughout their daily lives as they lived together.  Trying to follow the pattern of  Christ, we 
have always wanted to build something on our property for students to live in community while they are 
discipled and equipped to go out and be fishers of  men, but the Lord just hasn’t answered that prayer yet.  
So when I heard that Lightbearers wanted to buy or build an apartment complex in Starkville for students 
to live in a discipleship community and use the rent money to fund missions,` I was all ears.  

On Monday, January 25th at 7:59 pm we welcomed Catelyn Dean Jolley into our family.  She came in 
at 9lbs 4oz and was 20inches long.  She and Crystal are doing great, and we are getting adjusted again 
to life with a newborn.  Her older siblings love having a new little sister and are trying to be big helpers 
any chance they get!



Crystal and I began a conversation about starting a chapter in Starkville and myself  coming on staff  with 
them in the fall of  2013.  Initially the timing wasn’t right with some other things we had going on, but over 
the last couple years the Lord has opened the door for us to join Lightbearers staff.  I officially started 
working with them February 1st.  Lightbearers has 4 main components to their ministry.:  

COMMUNITY.  The students will live together in an intentional discipleship community, committing to live 
according to Biblical standards while learning and growing together.  

INSTITUTE. Each student will attend an institute class each week taught by Lightbearers staff, local 
pastors, and ministry leaders.  In the course of  2 years each student will be taught an overview of  every book 
of  the Bible, how it fits together, how to study it on their own, and the main topics in systematic theology.  

MENTORSHIP.  Each student will be paired up with a mentor from their local church to interact life on life 
with an older, more mature believer. 

MISSIONS—Not only does Lightbearers send the rent profits overseas, but we aim to connect college 
students to Jesus’ plan for the ends of  the earth.  That means things like Biblical teaching on missions, 
connecting with international students and trips to serve Lightbearers partners in Asia and northern Africa.  

The first couple years will be sort of  a hybrid model as we identify a property to purchase and build our 
apartment complex.  In the mean time we will sublease from an existing apartment complex. A lot of  the 
day to day responsibilities will be really similar to what I’ve already been doing with Phase 2.  I will spend a 
lot of  time this semester developing and deepening relationships in the community as well as identifying a 
group of  students to be a part of  the Lightbearers discipleship community starting in August.  

We will still be raising our financial support, but Lightbearers will pay half  of  our salary, which is a huge 
blessing to us because we were at a point where we really needed to increase our support to meet the needs 
of  our growing family!   We will be transitioning our donations to go through Lightbearers instead of  
Emmanuel Baptist, so if  you have been donating to our ministry I will be in touch with you over the next 
semester  to make sure you want to continue and to  inform you on the best way to changeover those 
donations.   I will continue my role as Chaplain of  the MSU baseball team and hope to incorporate some of  
the players into the Lightbearers discipleship community.  

We are currently talking through the ministry we have going on in Eleuthera, Bahamas to see if  that can be 
incorporated into what we will be doing with Lightbearers or if  it will need to be done through a local 
church or even become it’s own separate ministry that someone else takes over.  For now all the donations for 
the Bahamas Mission Trip will continue to go through Emmanuel Baptist as we figure all that out. 

As most of  you know these past 7 years of  ministry have been done mostly on our own and while God has 
blessed it in so many ways I’m really excited to be a part of  a team to work with here in Starkville and 
nationally.   Please pray for us as we make this transition and start to establish Lightbearers here in Starkville. 
I encourage you to visit Lightbearers website to learn more  And as always feel free to contact us anytime.  

Matt Jolley.   662-312-9554 mjolley@lightbearers.com	 	 Crystal Jolley   662-312-9554    crysjolley@yahoo.com 




