
Happy Holidays from Cullowhee, North Carolina!  We just finished our first fall here in North Carolina and 
it has been beautiful! The changing colors of  the leaves has been amazing and with our house being a few 
miles from the Blue Ridge Parkway we drive on it as much as we can and just take in all of  God’s beauty 
and glory.  As most of  you know, Crystal and the kids, along with Crystal’s mom, Beverly moved up in 
January while I finished up the semester with Lightbearers in Starkville.  As you can imagine, everyone was 
glad to be reunited in May!  We love living in the Smoky Mountains and as beautiful as the fall was, the 
summer was amazing as well.  Our house is right at 4,000 ft elevation, and I think it only got into the 80s a 
handful of  days over the summer!  We’ve been visiting and exploring as many of  the hiking trails and 
waterfalls as possible.  Anna Jaymes (11), Adolyn (9), Cole (7), and Lucy (6) started at a small Christian 
school in August, which has been really good for them and for us.  Libby (4) and Catelyn (2) are still at home 
and are enjoying the time and attention they get with their siblings off  at school.   We truly believe one of  
the reasons God brought us to this area and blessed us with such an amazing property is for us to create a 
place of  rest, renewal and discipleship for others.  We’ve had friends visit us every month since we’ve been 
here and it’s been so fun to take them out hiking, tubing, fishing, and anything else we can do.  I know a lot 
of  you saw our Chipstarter campaign to get a small glamping business started on our property that would 
help fund and sustain student discipleship on our property. (If  not, you can find the video on 
www.thejolleys.com)  Even though Chip didn’t choose us, we still believe this is something God is leading us 
to do and plan to create our first rental this upcoming spring.  We hope it will be a huge success and can add 
more as we are able.  In the meantime, we have a queen air mattress and several couches and would love to 
have any of  you who want come visit us! 
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ELEUTHERA

Matt led two different teams to Eleuthera in July, one from Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Columbus, MS and 
another from Bethel Memorial Church in Princeton, IN.  During our time this summer, we had the 
opportunity to help our dear friends and ministry partners Wade and Tammy Weinburger work on their 
“Conch Hut.”  Wade is known for making the best conch salad on the island and usually just sets up a 
tailgate tent and table right on the side of  the road and sells his conch salad, but recently the government 
gave him a permit to build a permanent structure.  So our teams have been helping him build it and are 
excited that they will have it finished and open for business in January.  Dominique Belcher, one of  our 
former students at MSU, who is a graphic designer and has been to Eleuthera with us several times has 
designed them a logo, business cards, and some signs to put up!  Pray it will be a huge success! 

We also got word that one of  the local young men that we have been working with for years was accepted to 
East Mississippi Community College to play baseball and his visa was approved in October. We are busy 
getting all the paper work finalized for him to start in January.  This is a huge deal for Micah, his family, and 
the community of  James Cistern where we work.  Please pray for Micah to transition well and handle the 
new culture, environment, and changes well. 

We are also gearing up for our annual New Year’s trip to Eleuthera and are excited to be taking 11 students 
from our church here in Cullowhee, as well as several others who were part of  our ministry at MSU.  We 
also have North Cobb Christian School bringing a group down for spring break in March.  If  any of  you 
want to bring a church group, school group, or just your family down to Eleuthera we’d love to have you!



Western Carolina University

We wanted to take it slow during our first year at WCU so we could pray and think through exactly what the 
Lord wanted our ministry here to look like.  We have a small discipleship group that comes to our house each 
Friday for dinner and Bible study, and Matt meets with the guys on campus each week and Crystal with the 
girls. Matt also ran into the baseball coach over the summer and he asked Matt to start working with the 
baseball team.  So Matt has been meeting with some of  the players each week and spending some time at the 
field getting to know everyone.  It’s been going great, but our hearts have always been to lead some kind of  
residential discipleship program.  As most of  you know, life on life discipleship has always been our ministry 
focus and while the Lord used us in many ways in Starkville, we really have felt called to narrow down to a 
smaller group of  students who commit a year or more of  their life to intentional discipleship.  The exciting 
thing for us is that our church here, The Bridge Church, has been wanting to start a residential program as 
well.  So when I shared our vision for residential discipleship with Josh Hyde, our pastor, he was on board 
immediately.  Nearly every week this semester, I have met with our church staff  to pray and think through what 
this would look like.  I was told by someone that Crosspoint Church in Clemson, S.C. had a really neat 
residential program.  I got in touch with them, and our whole church staff  drove down to Clemson to talk more 
with them and pick their brain on their program.  What we found out was that they were part of  a network 
called Generation Link, which helps local churches develop summer and year long residential discipleship 
programs.  So after lots of  questions and prayers our church has committed to be a part of  Generation Link.  
We will have both a 6-8 week discipleship program during the summer called Summer Link, as well as a 1-3 
year residency program, where students can go through a minimum of  one year and get more intentional 
discipleship, leadership development, and ministry training, while living together in gospel centered community.   
Students who are called to vocational ministry will be able to stay for multiple years and get their seminary 
degree from Southeastern Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina, which is partnered with Generation Link.  
It is the hope of  everyone at the Bridge Church that these students who are a part of  the program will help us 
start getting more discipleship going in the church and on campus at WCU, as well as those getting their 
seminary degrees could be sent out from our church to plant churches or join other church or ministry staffs.



Support Raising Update

One of  the job descriptions of  being a missionary is “Support Raising.”  It’s not something that most 
missionaries look forward to and something I had been dreading since we left Starkville.  We were so blessed to 
have Lightbearers paying 1/2 of  our salary the past two and a half  years and to have a great team of  
supporters giving to meet the other half.  When we moved to North Carolina, we lost the half  that Lightbearers 
was giving, along with a few others who felt called to give specifically toward ministry work at MSU.  We are so 
thankful for their support during our season of  life and ministry at MSU!  With the transition we now need to 
raise more support for this upcoming year.  We wanted to come up with a creative way to let people know our 
needs, yet not put any pressure on anyone to give.  We also wanted everyone who wanted to give to know that 
whatever amount they could give was valued no matter how big or small it was.  So we came up with the idea 
of  the “Jolley Ministry Partner Board.”  We’ve been sharing this with everyone on social media so they could see 
our needs and pray to see if  the Lord would lead them to join our support team and be ministry partners with 
us.  It has also been a really neat way for us to explain more to our kids about being missionaries and how we 
get paid.  We’ve also been able to get them involved in praying for God to provide as well and thanking God for 
those who give.  We’ve been overwhelmed so far with the support we’ve received!  We’ve had high school 
friends, college friends, family and many former students who were involved in our ministry at MSU and K-Life 
become ministry partners.   We are nearly 1/2 way to being fully funded for 2019, so we say THANK YOU to 
those of  you who have joined our support team and ask others to pray and see if  the Lord is leading you to 
become one of  our ministry partners for 2019.  Starting in January, we will take the numbers off  the board and 
replace them with the names of  those who have given so we can be reminded of  those who support us and pray 
for them regularly.  If  you aren’t on social media, you can get updates, as well as find all the information to give 
by checking our website….  
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