
  What A Year!
At the end of last June we purchased our first 
home in Mississippi and began work on it 
immediately.  We spent the whole month of July 
working on the house pretty much all day 
everyday! (See the pictures and changes on the 
next page)  The first week in August we took a 
group to Kanakuk Kamps in Missouri for a 
week long service trip to help in their kitchen, 
serving meals and washing dishes.  School 
started the week after we got back along with 
the first year of our new discipleship program, 
Project 2:2.  Each week during the fall we had 
those 6 students over for dinner and Bible 
study every Thursday.  Matt’s work with the 
baseball team also started back up in August, 
which included having some of them over to our 
house each week for dessert and Bible Study.  
Matt also started up his discipleship meetings 
on campus, meeting with over 20 students each 
week.    In December we welcomed Lucy Jayne 
into our family and started getting adjusted to a 
family of 6!   In January, Matt took the Project 
2:2 guys to the Passion conference in Atlanta 
and then to the Bahamas for a mission trip in 
March.  In May our good friend from Eleuthera, 
Wade Weinburger, spent 3 weeks with us 
helping us work on our home and what a 
blessing he was!  To cap off the year in June it 
was, the SEC tournament, regionals, super 
regionals, and then a trip to Omaha for the 
College World Series!  What a wonderful year it 
has been!  God has been so good and we look 
forward to another exciting year!

As you can imagine there is 
never a dull moment around our 
house! I try to tell the college 
students that if you think you 
are busy now just wait until you 
have a job and a family! Those of 
you with little kids know the 
challenges of things that were so 
easy before kids...like having 
dinner, going to the grocery 
store, or working on a little 
project around the house, not to 
mention trying to keep the 
house clean!  While our lives 

have changed so much with kids, 
we would not trade it for 
anything in this world! Crystal 
and I are reminded each day 
how much we need the Lord to 
be the parents He calls us to be!  
We are constantly evaluating 
and praying about our role as 
parents and our responsibility to 
“train up our kids in the way 
they should go.”  Please pray for 
us and for our kids during this 
crucial stage in our lives!

Our Family Continues to Grow!

Cole,  Anna Jaymes, and Adolyn having fun 
during a trip to the Memphis Zoo!

Adolyn and her mini-me Lucy Jayne dressed up 
in the same PJs!

All dressed up for Corbin and Holly’s wedding!
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  Baseball Update
• • •

What a year for Mississippi State 
Baseball on and off the field! 
Thousands of people witnessed an 
unbelievable post season run that 
got us all the way to the National 
Championship game.  The media, the 
people of Omaha, and those watching 
ESPN fell in love with our unique 
group of guys.  The stories went out 
all over the world about the Bench 
Mobb and Trevor Fitt’s powerpoint 
on beards. I know that many of you 
also had the chance to read my story 
“Diamond Dawg Discipleship” which 
gave some of the details of how my 
role with the team came about and 
some of the things God has been 
doing this year.  Working with this 
team has been such a blessing and it’s 
clear that God has put everyone on 
this team together for something 
bigger than just baseball!  As I have 
been meeting with the guys I have 
started encouraging them to use this 
platform they have for just a few short 
years to really make an impact and 
influence others for Christ.  It has been 
neat to see some of them take the time 
to get out and share about their faith 
in Christ at baseball camps, school FCA 
groups, and church youth groups.  
Right after the college world series we 
also had a really special opportunity to 
spend time with a 14 year old boy, Cole, 
who had lost his dad and sister in a 

tragic car accident the week before.  
After our welcome home celebration 
from the College World Series I took 
Cole down into the locker room and let 
him meet all of the players and then 
we all gathered around him and 

prayed for him. It was so amazing just 

seeing the guys on the team interact 
with him and take so much time to 
make him feel special.  I received this 
message from his aunt, “I am the aunt 
of Cole Ezelle. I was with the family 
Thursday night. I just wanted to 
personally thank you for what you and 
the team did for Cole. Words cannot 
begin to describe the happiness that 
you gave this sweet boy and his 
mother. What you all did was waaay 
more than we expected, and I will 
forever be thankful for the smile you 
put on the face of a grieving child.”  
WOW!  While it hurt to lose the 
championship to UCLA it feels great to 
know you are making a lasting impact 

All of the guys giving Mitch Slauter a 
big hug after his baptism! It was such 
a special time as his family, friends, 
teammates, and coaches were there to 
support him! 

GETTING OUT TO SHARE!

Sophomore pitcher Ross Mitchell sharing 
with the Crosspointe youth group in 
Starkville about not just being a fan of 
Christ, but a follower! (right)

Senior pitcher Kendall Graveman 
sharing about his relationship with the 
Lord at the MSU Father-Son baseball 
camp. (left)

Some of the guys with former MSU 
and current Atlanta Braves pitcher 
Paul Maholm during a little trip we 
took to Atlanta.

Team prayer before one of the games 
at the College World Series.  This is a 
team tradition before every game and 
such a testimony to thousands of 
people who watch them play! 



Our Home 

 August 1st of last year we 
moved into our new home.  
We were so blessed to find 
a home in our price range 
that was in  overall good 

condition, but just needed 
some TLC!  We have been 

working off and on all year 
and finally have it close to 
being finished!  We sanded 
down and refinished all the 

hardwood floors, painted 
everything inside, closed 
in the carport , added a 

bathroom, put up a fence 
in the front and the back,  
and built a deck, picnic 

area, and covered storage 
area in the back!  We are 
so thankful to those who 

helped us work on it , 
loaned us tools, bought 

materials or watched the 
kids so we could work on 

it.  Special thanks to Wade 
Weinburger who flew over 

from the Bahamas and 
spent 3 weeks with us 

working on everything!  
Crystal also has done a 

great job decorating 
everything and making it 

such a welcoming place for 
all of the students we have 
over.  This year we hope to 

use it even more for 
ministry than we did this 

past year!  

The carport before and {mostly} after!  We closed it in and turned it into our school 
room/play room/laundry room.  It has been so nice to have!

The kitchen before and after!  Under 3 layers of linoleum and 1 layer of 1/4 inch particle 
board were these beautiful floors.  After a lot of hard work, we finally got down to them 
and sanded and refinished them.  We also took out the wall between the dining room and 
living room to make it one open area.  It adds so much room for having large groups over!

Crystal working hard on the dining room floor!  You can see the wall we took down and 
the beam we put up.  We painted the beam with chalkboard paint and use it to write Bible 
verses on one side and home school stuff on the other!  You can also see the door before 
leading out to the carport and storage room now leading out to the laundry room and 
bathroom!



Our Vision 
  

Our house came with 3 
acres, and it is our plan 

to eventually build a 
couple of cottages or 

cabins on the back part 
of our land where we can 
have the students, who 

do our Project 2:2 
discipleship program, 

live during the year.  We 
are currently seeking the 

Lord to make sure it is 
His  will and not ours as 
well as praying through 
the details of what we 
would build and how 

everything would work 
with students living so 

near us! While there are 
some concerns we have 
been thinking through,  

we both think that this is 
something the Lord could 

use to impact students 
on a deeper level and we  
are both really excited 

about this possibility.  We 
ask you to join us in 

praying that if it’s God’s 
will He will work out all 
the details in His timing 

and for His glory! 

Big Wade turning the old storage room in the carport  to  full bathroom in our laundry 
room! It’s almost finished!

We had a beautiful back yard to begin with but we moved our parking around to the 
back and fenced in the back yard.  We also added the deck and picnic area which is 
great for having groups of college students over!  

What used to be the carport is now our back door and picnic area along with Matt’s 
favorite addition...an outdoor shower! Still lots of painting to be done, but it’s so nice to be 
using this to its capacity!  We had a lot of the guys on the baseball team over right before 
they left for Omaha and it was so nice to have all the room!



Project 2:2 Update
• • •

Our first year discipleship program 
Project 2:2 was a huge success!  
Cameron Moore, Andy Langford, 
Kyle Johnson, Shawn Fry, Corbin 
Coker and Holly Duke (now Holly 
Coker!) were the six students who 
took part in it.  We had them over for 
dinner every Thursday night and 
after dinner we would go over the 
assignment they had been given for 
the previous week.  In the fall we did 
an inductive study in the book of 
James, read “3o Days to 
Understanding the Bible”, and 
memorized some key verses each 
week.  In the spring we did a few 
topical studies looking mainly at  
two things that will soon be a part of 
their lives...marriage and money. 
Matt also met with the guys each 
week on campus for 1-on-1 time and 
Crystal met with Holly as much as she 
could!  This was a really diverse 
group that brought so many different 
backgrounds and personalities so our 
times together were always 
interesting!  Some of them came from 
solid Christian families and some of 
them from broken homes with really 
sad stories.  By the end of the year all 
of them felt like they were just part of 

our family!  One reason we try to have 
people in our home as much as 
possible is because it shows them the 
real us.  We can go to church and see 
people for an hour or two on Sunday 
morning and everyone can dress nice 
and be on their best behavior, but at 
home it’s hard to hide things.  We 
want these students to know that we 
aren’t perfect and we have struggles 
just like they do, but that we are doing 

our best to seek the Lord and live 
according to His Word in every area of 
our life.  Crystal and I do our best to 
be completely open and honest with 
them about our lives.  They were free 
to ask any question they wanted  
about anything in our lives!  We saw 
each of these students grow 
tremendously over the year and we 
are so proud of each of them! 

OUR MISSION TRIP TO ELEUTHERA

 At the James Cistern dock with our 
good friend Wade Weinburger.  He 
made us some of his famous Conch 
Salad before we headed back home!

PART OF THE FAMILY

(L to R) Corbin, Shawn, and Cameron and 
Cole sing happy birthday to Kyle!

Shawn getting in a little time with Lucy!

All of us with 85 year old Mrs. Ward!  
We spent 2 days painting her whole 
house green! She has no running 
water in her house and washes her 
clothes outside in a bucket each day!

Shawn Fry, who became a believer 
earlier in the year was baptized in the 
beautiful Caribbean Ocean while on 
the mission trip!
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None of these stories would be 
possible without the prayers and 
financial support of you!  As Paul 
said in Philippians 1:3-5, “I thank 
my God in all my remembrance of 
you, always offering prayer for 

you all, in view of your 
participation in the gospel from 
the first day until now.” We are so 
blessed to be able to go out 
everyday and do what the Lord 
has called us to do.  Just like Paul 
said, you are participating in the 
gospel with us.  We can’t say 
thank you enough for those of you 
who have partnered with us to 
impact so many lives on the MSU 
campus! 

For those of you who are 
interested in supporting us 
financially in the future you can  

find all the information on how to 
do that as well as our contact info 
on our updated website: 

www.msuphase2.com 

To keep up more with 
what is going on with our 
family you can follow 
Crystal’s blog at 

 Thank You!        

http://www.msuphase2.com
http://www.msuphase2.com

